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MEDIA RELEASE: DIRECT FROM CANNES

MIFF GETS RECORD NUMBER OF FEATURES
DIRECT FROM CANNES

MELBOURNE, Tuesday 10 June, 2008 & The 57th Melbourne International Film Festival has announced
today that a record number of Cannes titles will be screened atthis year ds festi val

Straight from screening in Competition at Cannes comes; Grand Prix winner, Gomorrah , a memoir

of contemporary |ife under the mafi a, based on Roberto
police protection, such is the impactthe bookhas made in Italy and the on t he
that be; the latest film from the Dardenne Brothers,L o r n a 8 s , &natumlistac gortrait of a young

Albanian woman having second thoughts about a cold-blooded immigration scam; celebrated

Turkish filmma k er Nur i Bi ThrgeesMorikeyy | wahicldveas awarded Best Director at Cannes

and is a powerfully bleak drama about a family who choose to see, hear and speak no evil; set

high in the remote mountains of Peru, where the communists are in revolt against the government is
anti-warfimL i o n & oy Agentinian Francisco J Lombardi; hand-drawn animation, Waltz With

Bashir documents the struggle of the filmmaker, Ari Folman, to come to terms with the gaps in his

memory surrounding the part he played in the first Lebanese war and the 1982 massacre of

Pal estinian civilians by Christian Phal athfetsre mi | i ti as
Frontier of Dawn.

From Un Certain Regard, MIFF will screen Jean-St ®p h an e S dahmmyMad Bdy s, (winner of
Special Hope Prize) which uses a cast of unknown performers in this drama about child soldiers
fighting a war in an unnamed African country; Anna-ma r i e JSaltof thisdSea, a story of Soraya,
an American woman who's come to Israel from Brooklyn to see the land her Palestinian ancestors
were ejected from 60 yearsago; St e ve Mc QHungen\whsch tells the harrowing story of the
last six weeks of the life of the Irish republican hunger striker Bobby Sands; Andr eas Dr esends
Cloud 9 , an exploration of sexuality and age; director Kelly Reichardt's much-anticipated follow-up,
Wendy and Lucy , which continues to show Reichardt's remarkable gift for classically simple, deeply
engaging storytell i n@fHamadeodBedy abottamean iiho has to face the
fact that his life, as he knows it, is changing; he's hit retirement age, and he simply has no clue what
to do next.

Films that screened at Cannes Out of competition and will screen at MIFF include; Roman Polanski:

Wanted and Desired, a heavily detailed and fascinating look inside the events surrounding the trial,

while presenting a portrait of an injured artist who's wanted by law enforcement in the States, yet

desired around the globe for being the man behind such classic films as Rosemary's Baby and

Chinatown ;andl t 8s Har d Beingaldovedmbptdeykabout Muslim orga
against Charlie Hebdo, a satirical magazine who ran those now famous cartoons. MIFF will also

screen Wang K aAshéssof Tire Réduxl, which is a revisitation of his 1994 swordplay movie

which has been restored in a version that more than captures the strikingly vivid, super-forced

colour palette of Christopher Doyle's lensing.
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http://www.imdb.com/name/nm0284369/
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt1152850/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charlie_Hebdo
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Straight from the Direct orRabahRmeut-Zaimgahe's Adhdn ,afiimwbdut s cr e
an industrial pallet-repair operation on the outskirts of Paris which becomes a microcosm of Muslim

immigrant hopes and tensions; Private Lessons, a wickedly seductive comedy about a naive youth

and his unusually attentive tutor that more than confirms the rising talent of 33-year-old Belgian

writer-director Joachim Lafosse; Josh Safdied geature film debut, The Pleasure of Being Robbed , a

refreshing and original low budget film that follows a free-spirited young girl, as she wanders the

streets of New York City, rifing through the bags of unsuspecting strangers as she charms them with

her charisma and innocence; Ol i vi er 40xilb:a0Years of the Directors Fortnight , which

takes movie lovers behind the scenes as a dedicated group of flmmakers prepare for the 2007

Director's Fortnight; Juraj Lehotskyd Blind Loves, which is a film about blind people in love; On War,

where Mathieu Amalric plays an urbanite film director who, after finding himself locked in a coffin

for a night, seeks new existential pleasure in his life and, lured by a mysterious stranger (Guillaume

Depardieu), finds it in the most unexpected ways in a remote utopia looked over by a mysterious

Italian (Asia Argento); Birdsong, in otherworldly black & white, flmmaker Albert Serra shows his

penchant for minimalism, this time focusing on the Bib
birth; and Boogie , Radu Muntean's reflection on friends whose paths since high school have taken

starkly different paths.

Lastly, MIFF wil |l ThedDesereWithiRaowthi chosBPreaeésed in tWweek Cannes
a meditation on religious fervour and protective love.

The 2008 Melbourne International Film Festival runs from Friday 25 July 6 Sunday 10 August.

For further information, visit www.melbournefilmfestival.com.au 8 The full programme is announced
on Wednesday 17 June.
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http://www.variety.com/profiles/people/main/2209743/Rabah%20Ameur-Zaimeche.html?dataSet=1
http://www.variety.com/profiles/Film/main/71122/Private%20Lessons.html?dataSet=1
http://www.variety.com/profiles/people/main/1277882/Joachim%20Lafosse.html?dataSet=1
http://www.quinzaine-realisateurs.com/directors/10158/Lehotsky-Juraj.html
http://www.variety.com/profiles/people/main/752648/Radu%20Muntean.html?dataSet=1
mailto:asha@limelightpr.com.au

