
 

 
 

 

MEDIA RELEASE: FOOTY SHORTS 

 

150 YEARS TO THE DAY – MIFF AND THE 

AFL JOIN HANDS TO CELEBRATE FOOTY  
 

MELBOURNE  – The Melbourne International Film Festival and the AFL have joined together in a unique 

collaboration to help celebrate 150 years of Australian football.  The challenge to filmmakers was to 

make a short film about what footy meant to them, its connection to community and the 150 years 

celebration. Two months and 51 submissions later, MIFF has chosen the top 11 Footy Shorts to screen at 

this yearõs festival. 

 

òWe all know that AFL is the greatest Australian football code with strong links into the community but 

we didnõt expect the range and depth of quality from both experienced and first time filmmakers. 

documentaries, animations, comedies - we had the lot,ó MIFF Executive Director (and devoted 

Collingwood supporter) Richard Moore said. 

 

The top 11 films will be screened on Thursday 7th August, 7pm at ACMI  - exactly  150 years to the day 

since the first recorded Australian football game took place. The screenings will be followed by a 

ceremony to award first, second and third prizes.  

 

THE JUDGES 

Mick Molloy, Bill Hunter, Fenella Kernebone and Rohan Connolly will judge the top 11 and award the 

prizes, totaling $10,000.  

 

TOP ELEVEN FOOTY SHORTS 

 

Alone, Together  Dir. John Origlasso/Sam Pang 

Itõs Grand Final day between local rivals The Roosters and The Hawks. A coach endeavours to focus 

and inspire his team moments before the game. However the players have other things on their mind. 

 

Clem Dir. Michael Brown 

Only a dog would change the footy team he supports. An animated fiction looking at the history of a 

family and who they support. 

 

Child Rearing for Richmond Supporters  Dir. Sky Davies & Paul Green 

In todayõs harsh and unforgiving world. The Richmond FC is the only institution preparing our nations 

kiddies for the trials and tribulations of life. The winning of football games must never intrude on this vital 

mission! 

 

Drug Game Dir. Paul Kennedy 

In September 2003 a country football club was almost destroyed by the drug trafficking arrests of some 

of its players. By tackling the drug epidemic aggressively the club not only survived but flourished. 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

For the Love of the Game  Dir. Emma Buglisi 

Andy is a statistician for the Traralgon Football Club, a club which has supported him in times of 

hardship and one that he loves dearly. 

 

Girls Kick Balls Dir. Monique Schafter 

A documentary about three girl football players who reveal why they love the game. 

 

I Just Wanna Play F ooty  Dir. Michael McIntyre 

òMy name is Piripi. I am 7 years old. I love footy. I play with East Sydney Bulldogs. I am going to play for 

the Swans when I grow upéó. Piripi and best friend Jordon are hooked. A film inspired by the 

enthusiasm and dreams of the under 8s. 

 

King Wilf and the Pumas  Dir. Damien McAloon and Brendan McAloon 

A monument at the hamlet of Moyston declares it the birthplace of Australian Rules football. As teams 

in neighbouring towns have folded, Moystonõs own football club has engineered its survival via a 

merger with a nearby club and by luring a local football marvel out of retirement. 

 

The Resurrection of the Rams Dir. Simon Mentz 

Natimuk (pop. 500) is a small town in Western Victoria whose football team (the Rams) have been 

flogged beyond belief, but wonõt die. The passion and commitment to the club and what it means to 

the community is seen through the eyes of Worm Hanson and Greg Radford. 

 

Run with the Ball and Die with your Boots on  Dir. Sophie OõConnor 

A true story of a man overcoming physical injuries and adversity through football. 

 

Walpeup ð Underbool  Dir. Suitcase Murphy 

Nothing unites people in an isolated rural community like football does. Walpeup-Underbool is the story 

of an extraordinary response to a perpetual struggle. A town needs a footy club. 

 

For further information, visit www.melbournefilmfestival.com.au Tickets on sale now. 

 

For media inquiries contact Limelight PR:  

Louise Heseltine    03-8660 4816  0402 054 143 louise@limelightpr.com.au 

Asha Holmes         03-8660 4815 0403 274 299 asha@limelightpr.com.au 

http://www.melbournefilmfestival.com.au/

